o TRY SOME LAVA IN A CUP!

YOU WILL NEED:

e A clear drinking glass

® 1/4 cup vegetable oil

® 1 teaspoon salt

* Water

® Food coloring (optional)

WHAT T0 DO
1. Fill the glass about 3/4 full of water.

2. Add about 5 drops of food coloring — I like red for the lava look.

3. Slowly pour the vegetable oil into the glass. See how the oil floats on top
— cool huh? It gets better.

4. Now the fun part: Sprinkle the salt on top of the oil.

Watch blobs of lava move up and down in your glass!
If you liked that, add another teaspoon of salt to keep the effect going.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

So what’s going on? Of course, it’s not real lava but it does look a bit like a
lava lamp your parents may have had. First of all, the oil floats on top of the
water because it is lighter than the water. Since the salt is heavier than olil, it
sinks down into the water and takes some oil with it, but then the salt dissolves
and back up goes the oil! Pretty cool huh?

MAKE IT AN EXPERIMENT:
The project above is a DEMONSTRATION. To make it a true experiment, you can
try to answer these questions:

1. How long will the effect go on if you keep adding salt?
2. Do different kinds of food oil give different effects?
3. Will other substances (sand, sugar. etc.) work the same as salt?

4. Does the height or shape of the glass affect the experiment?
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